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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the preliminary amendment file on June 16, 
2005. Claims 1, 8, 11, 14 and 17-20 are amended and claims 1-20 are currently 
pending in the application. 

2. The IDS filed on 02/03/2004 and 04/22/2005 have been received and carefully . 
considered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

5. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Carl Brundidge (Reg. No. 29,621) on 04/14/2006. 

6. The application has been amended as follows: 

- Claim 1, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 8, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 11, line 1 : replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 
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- Claim 14, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 17, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 18, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 19, line 1: replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Claim 20, line 1 : replace the word "communicably" with -directly-. 

- Replace the current title with the following title: 

"DISK ARRAY APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR AVOIDING DATA 
CORRUPTION BY SIMUTANEOUS ACCESS BY LOCAL AND REMOTE 
HOST DEVICE- 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior arts of record do not teach nor suggest, either alone or in combination, 
aJi the limitations of the independent claims of the current invention (claims 1,8,11,14 
and 17-20); particularly a method and a disk array apparatus comprising a logical unit 
formation section for forming a plurality of logical units from the storage region that is 
incapable of establishing the direct connection with the host computer; a check section 
for checking a validity of an instruction coming from the first host computer for forming a 
pair between the logical unit formed from the storage region of the disk array apparatus 
and the logical unit formed from the storage region of the another disk array apparatus; 
and a pair formation section for forming the pair if instruction determined to be valid, as 
recited in claims 1, 8, 11, 14 and 17-20. 
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Claims 2-7, 9-10, 12-13 and 15-16 further limit the allowable independent claims. 
These claims are therefore allowable for the same reason as set forth supra. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HetuI Patel whose telephone number is 571-272-4184. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on 571-272-4182. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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